
Cat Safety Essentials 

••• • .,. Windows 

A cat intent on catching a passing bug or bird can 

break through a screen that does not have very sturdy 

mesh and/or is not very securely attached. It is safest 

not to open windows more than about two inches -

the cat must not be able to get her head through the 

opening. 

••• • .,. Balconies 

Cats should never be on a balcony that is not 

completely enclosed. Cats like to walk on railings, and 

they like to go after bugs and birds. They can easily go 

over the railing 

••• • ,. Bags

Put away bags with handles. The cat can become 

caught in the handle and might suffocate if the handle 

is around her neck. Cats love paper bags, so remove 

the handles before you let your cat play in one. Do not 

let your cat play in plastic bags. 

... Rubber bands, strings, 
. ,. needles, tinsel, dental floss 

These and other small objects that the cat might 

swallow could be fatal, so put them away. 

••• • ,. Plants

Some common plants are poisonous to cats. Visit the 

ASPCA's Toxic Plant page for a list of toxic and non­

toxic plants. 

••• .,. People foods 

Some foods that are fine for us can make your cat 

sick or cause death. Visit the ASPCA's People Foods 

to Avoid page for a list. 

•-' Human medications 

Do not leave medications where your cat can get 

them. Do not give your cat any human medication 

unless instructed by your veterinarian. 

..• J:nsecticides and .
,. d . .  d ro ent1c1 es 

Do not leave these items where your cat might ingest 

them. Remember that cats lick their fur, so your cat 

could ingest them if they get on her fur . 

••• • .,. Toilets 

Keep the lid closed and avoid using an automatic 

toilet cleaner system. 

• •• • ,. Mothballs

Mothballs are toxic to cats . 

••• • .,. Fireplaces 

Fireplaces should have a secure screen. 

••• • .,. T rash bins 

Trash bins should have secure covers or be stored in 

cabinets. 

••• • .,. Electrical cords 

Electrical cords should be safe and secure, and not 

dangling. 
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